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Messages of support and solidarity 
Batch 1 (13 October 2016) 
 
Thanks to all the organisations and individuals who have sent messages of support and 
solidarity for our campaign for pay, pensions and job security. 
 

As you are aware, we have been in industrial dispute with Capita over the last few months and this has recently 
concluded. 

The dispute commenced at the beginning of the year when pay negotiations broke down. Capita offered an 
overall pay pot of 1.5% which was below the industry average (even if it was an improvement on their initial offer 
of a 1% pay pot!!). As part of the offer, pay rises were also heavily dependant on performance related pay 
(something Unite have had a long-running campaign against) to the extent that 40% of employees would get a 
rise of 0.75% or less. 

Unite members at Capita were balloted on the offer and rejected the offer overwhelmingly (88% voting against 
the offer) and then voted in favour of industrial action. We immediately went on work-to-rule after the pay offer 
was rejected in April and took strike action (a one day strike in June followed by a two day strike in July). 
Members were about to embark on a four day strike in August when Capita agreed to return to the negotiating 
table. 

Following negotiations, Capita enhanced their offer to a 1.7% pay pot plus an extra day holiday free for all 
employees (meaning the offer was equivalent to a 2% pay pot) with pay rises less dependant on performance so 
that everyone apart from those on performance management will receive a rise greater than inflation. This offer 
was accepted by members my a margin of 60%-40%. 

Our branch at Capita would like to thank Unite members at Fujitsu for the solidarity they have shown during our 
industrial action (and for the biscuits provided to the picket lines) and wish you luck in your campaign for jobs and 
a fair deal on pensions. 

In solidarity, 

James Wilson 

Unite branch NW/12401 (Capita Life and Pensions Manchester) 
You have the full support of our union - anything we can do just ask. 
 
Tony Burke, Unite Assistant General Secretary 

Manchester Trades Council expresses our full solidarity. 

 

In Solidarity 
Chris Marks 

Dear colleagues, 

 

many thanks for your message regarding your actions at Fujitsu. We will share the info via our European 

and global distribution lists and on our social media and hope that many members will support you. 

 

Best regards 
Birte Dedden – ICTS Policy Officer, UNI Europa [European union federation] 

Fujitsu Manchester 

Senior rep: Kevin Davies. Deputy: Ian Allinson 
www.ourunion.org.uk 

        
 

http://www.ourunion.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/uniteatfujitsu
http://www.twitter.com/unitefujitsu
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Dear UNITE members at Fujitsu, 

It's odd to be an outsider these days, sending you rather than receiving messages of support with you.  Anyway, I 
wish you all possible success with the current dispute with the company.  Be prepared for the usual lack of 
interest or willingness to negotiate from the company side, but stay together and resolute and you'll get a good 
outcome.  I'll be following the progress of the dispute with great interest and hope you get a resounding YES/YES 
vote. 

In solidarity, Phil Tepper. 
Comrades,  
 
Sending solidarity from all at Branch LE1881 in your dispute with Fujitsu over pay, pensions and job security. 
 
Stay strong 
 
In Solidarity, 
Jeff Hodge 
 
LE1881 Convenor on behalf of Joint Shop Stewards Committee 

"Solidarity and support from all Unite members at Capita in Reading. Solidarity and support from all 

members in Branch SE/6158 in Reading as well" 

Good luck with your ballot on industrial,action. 
Hopefully threat of it enough to get management to agree with you, but if not good luck with action In Solidarity 
Margaret Manning, UNITE NW 389 Branch 

Ian, solidarity and support to you, your stewards and all your members from all in Unite South East 

Jennie Formby 

Solidarity comrades! From L&E Unite YMC. 

Charlotte Bence 

You have my support from NW 5507 branch at Intertissue Horwich. 

Andrew Claughan Johnson 

Stay strong comrades 

Solidarity from the GPM&IT SE  RISC 

Dave Lovelidge  Chair 

Solidarity from a currently unemployed Unite member. 

Steven Leonard Powell 

Solidarity in struggle from NW46 health. 

Jono Grizy 

Stand firm and don't let management or government bully you into backing down in the face of this 

injustice 

Rianna Joyce Humble 

A message of support- im disgusted with the way Fujitsu are trying to steamroller their employees work 

rights regarding pay,pensions and job security! As with regards to the treatment  of Unite rep Lynne 

Hodge whose  job was take with no prior consultation stinks to me off victimisation! Lynne being 

earmarked through no fault of her own except for being the union rep! Its Diabolical! 

Just like to wish Lynne and all the Unite members good luck with the ballot for what is needed, Urgent 

Industrial Action! 

              Fellow Unite member 

                             Greg Price  

Comrades 

 

I send you Solidarity in your just fight for fairness, respect and dignity. 

Stay strong and stick together to win. 

 

Ged  

Ged Dempsey, Unite EC - GPM & IT 
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Solidarity to workers in Manchester!  

Reverse the decline in wages for those at the heart of the company!  Fight for fill union recognition! 

Solidarity 

John Rafter  

Edgebaston labour party 

Momentum south Birmingham  

Birmingham nut member  

I met one of your colleagues at the People's Assembly rally on Sunday. It's absolutely despicable what the 

management are doing and as Branch Secretary of UCU at Hull College you have my deepest sympathy 

and unwavering solidarity. We are also going through a dispute with management over 142 proposed job 

losses. Your struggle is our struggle! 

Dave Langcaster 

Shocked about Lynn Hodge! 

Roberta Kilty 

No surprise there profit before people the Govt way  

Best wishes to all the staff time to pull together xx 

Jackie Kinsella 

Solidarity comrades 

Linda Pollock-Wilson 

This is when you get to know your work mates. Be strong we won at Yorkshire Ambulance with the 

support of unite the union. Unite won't lose 

Kel Hurd 

Support and solidarity to you! 

Jo Pitson 

Having spoken to Ian Allinson and read through a leaflet about your ballot over Pay, Pensions and Job 

Security may I pass on our best wishes and make it clear that should action escalate and a hardship fund 

be required then any request would be sympathetically viewed by our branch. Contact me on this email 

address.  

Regards  

John Davies Unite Ne/GEO/12 branch secretary. 

Friends, 
 
All the best in your battle with your employer! 
 
Dave Chapple 
CWU Rep, 
Bridgwater Royal Mail Delivery Office 
Thank you for your email and best wishes with your dispute.  

Regards 

Alastair Fraser  (rolls-royce) 

Full support from Unite LE7055E (Suffolk Road Haulage) branch. Full respect for your collective determination. 
Richard Allday (branch secretary, and EC member).  
I have now been retired [redundant] from Fujitsu [ICL field service] since Feb. 2002 and have now reached 70 and 
with a housebound wife. 
This means I am tied fairly closely to home but still support you if I can. 
  
The redundancy deal that covered me was won through hard work by our reps back in the day, and I hate to think 
of these agreements being torn up by the company. 
  

yours   
Dave Badminton [Ex Stevenage/East Anglia Area] 
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Dear Comrades, 

   Swindon TUC would like to express our full support and solidarity with Unite members balloting for 

industrial action at Fujitsu. Some large employers in Swindon have recently announced massive cuts to 

pensions and job security, so we can appreciate the importance of your struggle. We have publicised your 

campaign through our facebook page (facebook.com/swindontuc). If there is anything else we can do to 

offer support, please let us know. 

 

In Solidarity, 

Jon Timbrell, 

Secretary, Swindon TUC  

Hello Brothers, 

 

Keep up your comradeship; resist all attempts to split your unity. With natural justice on your side, you 

command the moral high-ground. Explain to your kids, without bitterness, reasons they can't expect to 

have everything they wish for. But open their eyes to inadmissible profiteering as a way-of-the -world-

gone-mad.  Only calm determination on the picket lines, sound logic underpinning decision to strike and 

faith in the union of workers, will win any arguments with bosses. Stick it out together and the bosses' 

dependence on their employees, and their preoccupation with making profits from the labour of their 

workers, will break the bosses' stubborn minds. 

 

Arthur Duncan,  Bridgwater Trades Union Council, Somerset   

Dear Fujitsu Workers, 

 I am sending you this mail to express solidarity with your campaign to protect your 

pensions, pay & job security. 

 

In Solidarity, 

Zarria 
Zarria Phillips 

Kieran Denman Solidarity from a former Fujitsu worker! Fight for your rights & get what you're owed! 

Dear Workers, 
 
i hope you can achieve what you 're fighting for  it 's worth it 
 
Met vriendelijke groet 
 
Marc Cassier 
zonesecretaris ACLVB [Belgian trade union] 
I was really appalled to hear the news coming from Fujitsu in Manchester.  
 
The changes are symptomatic of an out of touch and arrogant management who do not believe they have 
responsibilities in the countries where their vast wealth is created.  
 
Please accept solidarity and support from the Manchester NUJ office.  
 
Good luck!  
 
Chris Morley 
Northern & Midlands Organiser 

http://facebook.com/swindontuc
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Hi Guys, here in Portsmouth City Council we fully support your struggle to improve your conditions and 

pay. 

It is unbelievable that a huge Corporation can make vast profits and not pay taxes or give the workers that 

make them their profit.  

Yours in solidarity 

 

Allan Cox 

Your colleagues in the Financial Services Union (FSU) support you!!! 

 
Chris Linton 
Senior Analyst 

Best wishes for a speedy and successful conclusion to the dispute. I like your Gene Wilder poster.  
 
All the best, John Pye 
Bolton Council Unison 

Colleagues, 

Fujitsu dispute Manchester. 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Branch Officers, Committee and Workplace representatives of our 
branch, offering our fraternal and sororal greetings and unqualified support in your present 
struggle with Fujitsu in Manchester. 

 

From past experiences, we know first-hand about the difficulties that Fujitsu present in terms of 
difficult and unpleasant industrial relations. 

 

Should you require our assistance, please feel free to contact us on any issue related to this 
dispute. 

 

Dignity and respect at Work. We ask for no more, but accept nothing less! 

 

Yours, in Solidarity, 
Ian Tomlinson 

Branch Secretary 

Manchester Combined Branch 

Communication Workers Union  

Dear Unite Members in the Fujitsu Manchester Collective Bargaining Unit 

The PCS London and SE region would like to send you our support for your fight for a decent pay rise, decent 

pension and job security. These are conditions that every worker deserves if they are to have dignity at work and 

every responsible employer should provide.   

Please keep us informed as your campaign progresses and let us know if there is any practical support PCS 

members working in Fujitsu can give.  

By standing together, I am sure you will achieve what you deserve.  

Yours in solidarity 

Sharon Leslie 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters 
  
I am writing on behalf of PCS members working for DWP in London to send you best wishes and 
solidarity.  Good luck with your dispute and please let us know if there is anything practical we can do to 
help. 
  
All the best 
  
Charlie McDonald 
PCS London regional organiser 
It’s a damn shame you guys find yourselves in this position once again, I wish you all well and every 

success in your campaign...when all said and done you are not asking for anything unreasonable. 

 

Best regards 
Steven Warren (Thomson Reuters) 
Dear Comrades, 
 
I am writing to you in solidarity of your struggle. We are a Unison Local Gov Branch in South West England .We 
too have suffered from Austerity cuts to our salaries , jobs and services to those most vulnerable in our 
communities. 
Standing side by side with each other and supporting one another we can win. 
Our thoughts are with you and we wish you success. 
Please keep us posted . 
Yours in solidarity 
Amanda Brown 

To Fujitsu Workers, 
 
Salford City Unison offer our solidarity in your fight against low wages and the gender pay gap. We are also very 
concerned regarding the attack on your union rep, Lynne Hodge and recognised the importance of defending our 
elected representatives. 
 
We recognise the support from your union in our common struggle against greedy employers and an austerity 
government. 
 
If there is anything we can do please let us know . 
 
Yours in solidarity. 
 
Ameen Hadi 
Treasurer 
Salford City Unison 
Hi message of support from the Unite NW389 Branch. 
Chair: Dave Spooner Branch Secretary: Dave Eatock : Treasurer Chris Jones 
Contact: c/o Global Labour Institute (GLI Network Ltd) 541 Royal Exchange 
Manchester 
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Hi 
I have just read the leaflet outlining your current dispute with Fujitsu. They are a profitable company, with 
increased profits yet are cutting workers job, terms and conditions and security. Like EBay, Amazon, Starbucks 
and many others, they seem to pay less tax than I do as a nurse. This cannot be right. 
 
Can I offer you my personal support after you were so fantastic in the dispute involving my victimisation, but also 
my promise to raise this at my union branch to ensure we will offer you the full solidarity of my Unison branch. 
 
Karen Reissmann 
Unison rep. 

Hey @Fujitsu_Global you should listen to your people then, and not close down their Voice (UK consultation 
forum) 
Colin Walker @cwdwalker 

Bath UCU Retweeted a Tweet you were mentioned in  

Full support to @UniteFujitsu, starting industrial action ballot over pay, gender inequality & more: 

http://www.ourunion.org.uk/news/archives/Appeal%20for%20support%20October%202016.pdf … 

@unitetheunion 

Bath TUC @BathTradeUnions   

Full support to @UniteFujitsu, starting industrial action ballot over pay, gender inequality & more: 

http://www.ourunion.org.uk/news/archives/Appeal%20for%20support%20October%202016.pdf … 

@unitetheunion 

 

Stay strong comrades. Solidarity Dave lovelidge Chair SE GPM&IT RISC 

Brian Parkin All the best to Unite at Fujitsu from Brian Parkin and the UCU casual contracts team at 

University of Leeds. 

David Osborne Solidarity on behalf of Yeovil & District Trades Council, and our Unite Community 

group 

On behalf of Unite members in Prudential we would like to send to send a message of solidarity to you in 

this important fight for pay, pensions and job security. 

 

I would be interested in receiving updates throughout your dispute and if you need any help or support we 

will be happy to do so where we can. 

 

Yours in solidarity 

Steve 

Morning, 

 

We met with members last week and raised the issues surrounding your dispute. Unfortunately, they 

aren’t uncommon. Members agreed to send solidarity greetings and to wish you every success in your 

struggle. Please keep us posted of developments and let us know if there is anything we can do to help. 

 

Solidarity, 

Raymond Morell, 

On Behalf of Unite members at Leonardo MW, Luton 

Hi, 

We’re retweeted, etc.   

 

Best of luck in the struggle on behalf of Prospect Union members working in BT’s IT departments. 

 

Regards, 
Philip O'Rawe 

https://twitter.com/UCUBath
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Dear Colleagues at Fujitsu, 
                          We are delighted to support your stance and support your action to retain your Information and 
Consultation body and Fair Play within the workplace. 
 
We find it inconceivable that the company can build a business model around the boardroom, extracting Millions 
of pounds in pay and perks and suffering the frontline staff to sustain themselves on the minimum wage and 
universal credit whilst the company pay's little or no corporation tax, thus enjoying a double hand out from the 
British Tax Payers. This lack of respect for the Country and Frontline Staff has to stop. It is time that the pubic was 
made aware that our Government and Public Services employ your company knowing it's appalling treatment of 
it's workers. 
We hope you could get Unite to build a Leverage Campaign around your issues and the lack of a truly socialist 
business model 
 
Hope to you All 
In Solidarity 
Smiths News Chapel Stockport 

Greetings to all Unite members at Fujitsu! 
  
Please keep us informed and we will do all we can to support you. 
  
Fraternally 

Martin Gleeson 

Unite Diodes Zetex Semiconductors Branch 

Dear comrades  

 

My I offer you our support from the fbu Manchester in your now to often seen attacks on worker's pay 

and conditions. It is a struggle that we all face whether in the private or public sector. 

My I commend you and your members for uniting against these appalling attacks and wish you every 

success in your campaign. 

Your fight is our fight!!! 

 

Yiu 

Simon Yaffa  

 

GMC Brigade chair  

Thank you for the update on the situation for Fujitsu Workers.  UNITE is doing a great job for its 

members in the face of difficult negotiating barriers at the company.  Where would we be without 

committed Union representatives to act on our behalf. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Barbara Whillans 

 

 


